September 2009

Dear Malta Avenue Families:

Attached to this letter is a copy of the Student Handbook of Good Behavior.  This handbook will explain our expectations for student behavior and will define the rules of our school.  As a guideline for student behavior, we hope this handbook contributes to the development of a positive self-image in our students.

The Student Handbook of Good Behavior will be reviewed and explained to all Malta Avenue students.  Teachers will review classroom rules, rewards for appropriate behavior, and consequences for inappropriate behaviors.

The Ballston Spa Central School District Discipline Code is attached for your information.  This is the policy adopted by our Board of Education, and serves as our guide to disciplinary action.

I understand Malta Avenue families have always been very supportive in helping to establish and to maintain an environment where many exciting and rewarding learning experiences take place.  We appreciate your continued support and concern.

Please discuss this letter and the Student Handbook of Good Behavior with your child.  To be sure that you have reviewed this letter, please sign the Discipline Policy Contract and return it to school.  As always, if there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 884-7250.

Thank you in advance for your support of this information.

Yours very truly,

Sharon A. D’Agostino

Principal

Malta Avenue students are well behaved and courteous to faculty, staff, and their fellow students.  There are times, however, when a student must be guided and worked with in ways which will encourage and result in better behavior.  At those times we need to rely on parental help and support in order to most effectively help a student improve his/her behavior.  The staff and the parent can assist the child in learning the rules of good behavior, but the student must accept the responsibility and learn to correct his/her behavior.  We hope to work together to achieve this goal.

MALTA AVENUE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DISCIPLINE POLICY CONTRACT










September 2009

My child and I have read the discipline policy.  We understand the behavior that is expected while my child is in school.  We understand the consequences for not following the rules.  We will do our best to follow the school rules.

__________________________________________
_______________

Child’s Signature







Date
__________________________________________
_______________

Parent’s Signature







Date
__________________________________________
_______________

Teacher’s Signature






Date

Please return this form to school with your child no later than October 7,  2009.

MALTA AVENUE

SCHOOL

STUDENT HANDBOOK

OF

GOOD BEHAVIOR

2009 – 2010
  GENERAL RULES

FOR 

MALTA AVENUE SCHOOL

We, at Malta Avenue School, believe that the faculty and staff must work together with the students and parents to insure a safe school community.  The best learning environment is provided when all individuals involved in a child’s learning work together cooperatively.

We urge you to carefully review this Student Handbook of Good Behavior with your child or children.







 

Malta Avenue Faculty

Malta Avenue students are expected to:

· treat teachers, staff, and other students with respect

· follow the directions of teachers and staff without any

inappropriate responses
· have respect for personal property, school property, and

the property of others
· be responsible for each other’s safety i.e. no tripping,

pushing, shoving, fighting, or throwing objects
· keep the building and grounds free of litter and graffiti
· walk, not run unless in Physical Education class or at recess
· generally stay to the right while passing through halls
· speak in a normal voice without shouting
· follow all rules of good behavior during assemblies, PTA functions, class trips, extracurricular activities, fire drills, and other school functions
· turn all “found” items into the “lost and found” in the office
IN THE CLASSROOM
Malta Avenue Students are expected to:

· follow the directions of all staff and substitute personnel
· arrive in class on time
· listen carefully to all public address (PA) announcements
· arrive prepared with all necessary materials needed for that class
· refrain from disturbing or distracting others as they work
· refrain from bringing all electronic items to school

IN THE CAFETERIA

Malta Avenue Students are expected to:
· follow the directions of and show respect for the cafeteria supervisors, custodians, and kitchen personnel
· stand in line in a quiet and orderly fashion, without pushing or changing places in line
· use good table manners; refrain from throwing food at all times  

· remain in their seats

· speak softly, without shouting or yelling
· refrain from taking food out of the cafeteria without permission
· carefully clean up the table area and floor when finished eating
· return to class in an orderly, quiet manner as directed by the adult in charge
· Say “please” and “thank you” when receiving meal items
ON THE BUS
Malta Avenue Students are expected to:

· follow directions given by the bus driver and/or the bus aide
· no eating or drinking on the bus

· act as good examples for younger children by being careful and kind.

· remain in seats

· wear seat belts when bus is in motion
· keep hands and objects away from windows
· talk quietly and not cause distractions
· follow the rules of General Behavior as previously stated and follow the Ballston Spa School District Code of Conduct
· Say “thank you” to the bus driver when exiting the bus





OUTDOORS
Malta Avenue Students are expected to:
· behave responsibly; and use equipment properly and safely
· follow directions of all staff and substitute personnel
· dress for outdoor weather – cold temperatures, snow

KEYS TO SCHOOL SUCCESS

Student Responsibilities

· attend school regularly
· be active in learning 
· follow school rules
· follow staff directions
· be courteous and kind to others
· cooperate and work with others
· complete homework every day and hand in on time
· develop good study habits
· speak positively about classmates and teachers
· keep cell phones in your lockers
Parent Responsibilities

· teach safety, health, and nutritional habits
· become acquainted with teachers
· prepare for Parent/Teacher conferences
· share appropriate information regarding your child with the teacher
· seek information concerning your child’s progress and behavior in school
· build your child’s confidence in her/himself and in school
· show interest in your child’s work activities
· encourage your child to achieve
· contact the school if problems arise
· speak positively about school and teachers
· read all written communication sent home by school
CONSEQUENCES FOR NOT FOLLOWING RULES:

· Your teacher or another adult will speak to you about the problem.

· You may lose a school privilege such as free time, going to a special event or playing outside.

· You may not be allowed to eat with your class in the cafeteria.

· You may have to take a note home to your parents telling them of the problem.  It will ask your parents to sign the note and return it to school.

· Your teacher may have to phone your parents or ask them to come to school.

· You may have to stay after school until 4:00.

· For a very serious problem, or if it happens many times, your parents will need to come to school to talk about it with your teacher, you and 
